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GERMANY AND 
ent HETHER Germany alone is to be 
\al- admitted as a permanent member 
ArY) of the Council of the League of Nations 
1a} has become of prime importance in the 
the} capitals of the world. The answer will 
rt-} be considered next week in Geneva at the 
fort session of the Council and the special ses- 
Ing} sion of the Assembly. The question is 
4P-) not only whether Germany’s entrance is to 
1Y8) be balanced by the simultaneous admis- 
n."— sion of other states. The composition and 
‘ov-) character of the Council itself are in- 
ar-) volved. Is it to remain a small and ef- 
ex-) ficient body, with places reserved for the 
ind} eventual admission of Russia and the 
re) United States, or, since the smaller 
the} powers must always outnumber the 
ebts} larger, is it to become so unwieldy as to 
rea) make inevitable the creation within it of 
1ent} a small inner council? 
and When Germany’s admission to the 
= League was made an integral part of the 
nS@ Tocarno agreements, the possibility of ad- 
cial ding other permanent members to the 
Council was not raised. But before Ger- 
.f Many’s formal application had been re- 
uri)} ceived in Geneva, the Polish Government 
| de} asked for a permanent Council seat. Spain 
and} snd Brazil, which have held elective 
» seats on the Council since the creation of 


the League, and which in previous years 
“4 have asked for permanent seats, then re- 
peated their requests. China is only one 
of a number of other states which are 
ready to urge similar claims. 

France warmly supports the Polish 
candidacy, with the alleged purpose of 
thus offsetting Germany’s admission to 
the Council. The Quai d’Orsay has also 
been reported as favoring the claims of 

Spain and Brazil. Mussolini, declaring 
} that Germany once on the Council will 
press for union with Austria, pleaded in 
a bellicose statement, February 26, to the 
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French press for a united Latin-Slavic 
front. Presumably, therefore, he would 
favor the entrance of Poland and perhaps 
of Spain and Brazil. Though Belgium 
and Czechoslovakia would normally follow 
France, in this instance special consider- 
ations may influence them. Japan and 
Uruguay have not yet indicated what side 
they will take. Sweden has definitely an- 
nounced her intention of opposing the 
assignment at this time of a permanent 
seat to any state other than Germany. 
This stand has received the diplomatic 
support of several other League members, 
notably Norway, the Netherlands, Den- 
mark and Switzerland. 


It is in Great Britain, however, that 
public opinion has been aroused to the 
highest pitch. Under the impression that 
Sir Austen Chamberlain, the Foreign 
Minister, had committed himself in ad- 
vance to support the Polish cause, all 
shades of political opinion have expressed 
themselves with remarkable unanimity in 
opposition to such a course. It is even 
reported that six members of the Cabinet, 
including Lord Birkenhead, Viscount Ce- 
cil of Chelwood, and Winston Churchill, 
stand ready to resign rather than endorse 
the policy attributed to Chamberlain. 
Both Canada and South Africa have 
protested in the strongest terms against 
the election of other powers besides 
Germany to permanent seats on the 
Council. Meanwhile, the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee of the Reichstag has 
approved the expressed intention of the 
German Government to withdraw its ap- 
plication for League membership in case 
permanent Council seats are given to 
other powers at this time. 


In the midst of the heat and tension 


caused by this dispute over Council seats, 
M. Briand’s speech on February 26 in 














favor of ratification of the Locarno treat- 
_ jes was all the more encouraging. With 
, an eloquence which moved the Chamber, 
he paid generous tribute to the qualities 
of the German people, and pleaded for a 
genuine spirit of peace: 
But it is not enough to breathe the word 
ng in order to have it. You have got to 
ave the will for peace in your heart. She is 


a demanding mistress, peace, much more de- 
manding than war. 


One can throw a whole people into war 
without giving them time or possibility for re- 
flection. But peace demands continuous, pro- 
longed, tenacious service. She does not admit 
of doubt. Doubt kills her. 


On March 2, ratification of the Locarno 
Treaties was voted by both France and 
Belgium. 

RUTH BACHE-WIIG. 


Notes 

HE Franco-Russian conference which 

opened in Paris February 25 is to con- 
sider the whole range of relations between 
the two countries. None of these were 
finally settled by the de jure recognition 
granted the Soviets October 1924, by the 
Herriot Government. The chief items in 
the program are examination of all of the 
old treaties and the conclusion of a com- 
mercial treaty, consideration of mutual 
economic problems, indemnification for 
personal and property damages, debt 
settlements and the possibility of new 
credits. 


The French spokesmen in their initial 
statements said they were willing to waive 
the requirement that Russia modify her 
legislation which cancelled the Czarist 
debts but would. insist upon the French 
creditors being repaid. M. Rakovsky re- 
plied that since 1919 the Soviet authori- 
ties have sought a solution of the debt 
problem satisfactory to the’ small bond- 
holders. It is evident that’ in order to 
secure much-needed new credits, the Rus- 
sians will go far towards trying to com- 
promise on the old’ debts. One sugges- 
tion is that the interest on the new credits 
be high enough so that in effect a sub- 
stantial portion of the interest charges 
would be payments on the old obligations. 
To this proposal there is vigorous objec- 
tion from those French creditors who are 
not interested in new Russian invest- 
ments. It is reported thatthe Russians 
will use the threat of a breach’ of. political 
relations on the theory that the failure to 
reach a settlement would endanger Bri- 
and’s Left support. Similarly the dif- 
ficulties in Morocco and in- Syria and 
France’s failure to settle her: own debt 
with America may figure in the confer- 
ence. Certainly the difficulties’ which 
must be overcome are enormous. 


The deadlock between Washington and 
Mexico City grows more dangerous. The 
Mexican expulsion of foreign priests and 
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the closing of the convents, long decreejf 
by Mexican law, has increased the agita. 
tion for stronger measures by the Unites 
States. But the leaders of the Americay 
Evangelical missionary forces in Mexig 
have announced that they have no com. 
plaints to make, and that their teachey 
and property have not been molested. 


















The Fascist program of small conceg 
sions to the Papacy received a sharp set 
back on February 22 when the Pope, iy 
a letter to Cardinal Gasparri, Papal See 
retary of State, minimized the value of 
what had already been done, and denie 
that the legislation now proposed ha# 
been agreed to by the Vatican. In effect 
the Pontiff seemed to. suggest that nothing 









































































short of restitution of the independent sel, 
territorial status of the Papacy would bel enjoy t 
acceptable. This attitude is interprete - Fy 
in two ways: (1) a diplomatic maneuvers —— 
(2) unwillingness of the Church to tie it 
self to the Fascist regime. a 
Dr. Julius Klein, Director of the Bureay 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, in q r 
his statement before a congressional com) 2@%™ 
mittee last week, urged the imperative Ne 
need for a large appropriation for hi oh 
work if American foreign trade is not to hi 
suffer seriously from reviving of E — 
ropean competition. Though he, of cours =n 
in part at least, was looking out for - ahaa 
own, his fear is a welcome evidence af a 
Europe’s steady recovery. te 
President Coolidge continues his con A’ 
sistent opposition to exaggerated pre ber, 
paredness propaganda by members of the in t! 
military forces. For example, on Febru) by @ 
ary 23, he let it be known that he is op) the « 
posed to the increase of our air force) to a 
beyond the recommendations made by the sort 
Morrow Aircraft Board. He added thaif last 
air service officers must not engage in any the 
attempts to influence legislation. He im) whe 
sisted that the country is not in jeopardy} Cha 
and that the building up of a great aiff at 1 
force would be a blow not only at th@ mon 
work of the Washington Conference, bul yisic 
would weaken the United States’ positiol=®§ mon 
in the forthcoming Disarmament Con to t 
ference at Geneva. obta 
But 
France and the French, by Sisley Hud the 
dleston. 1925, New York, Scribners. & his 
brilliant and sympathetic series of es? sist 
says based on intimate knowledge. of b 
The Conquest of the Philippines by thé ists, 
United States, 1898-1925, by Moorfiel@ poli 
Story and Marcial P. Lichauco. 1926 T 
New York and London, Putnam’s. quic 
able brief for independence, timely be} M. 
cause of the increasing agitation fol par 
the retention of the Philippines as @ his 
source of raw materials, particularly} at { 
rubber. plat 





